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Major Concerns

• Poor Size of Bluegill
• Common Carp Abundance
• History of heavy vegetation



Fish Population Assessment

How does the DNR sample fish in Pigeon Lake?



Sampling Schedule
• 8 year Comprehensive Survey Rotation

• Fyke Netting Survey targeting Northern Pike 
• Electrofishing Survey targeting Largemouth Bass and Panfish

• Last comprehensive surveys completed in 2013
• 2019 – 2022 Common Carp abundance surveys and removals









What Information is Collected?
• Length
• Weight
• Gender
• Count (Abundance, Total and Relative)
• Age and Growth
• Tag (Given or Recapture)
• Fin Clip 



Metric Analysis
• Statewide Comparisons
• Trends over time in Pigeon Lake
• PSD (Proportional Stock Density)

• Number of quality size and larger fish divided by 
number of stock size and larger fish.

Balanced fishery = 40 - 60

• CPE/Mile or CPE/Net Night
• Growth Rates
• Population Estimates





173 
Acres

3/27/2025 – 4/4/2025Pigeon Lake



SNI

BLACK CRAPPIE
12%

BLUEGILL
67%

BROWN BULLHEAD
0%

COMMON CARP
8%

COMMON CARP X 
GOLDFISH

1%

COMMON SHINER
0%

LARGEMOUTH BASS
0%

NORTHERN PIKE
8%

PUMPKINSEED X BLUEGILL
0%

ROCK BASS
0%

RUSTY CRAYFISH
0%

WHITE 
SUCKER

2%

YELLOW 
BULLHEAD

0%

YELLOW PERCH… Pigeon Lake



SEII
5/12/2025

BLACK 
CRAPPIE

2%

BLUEGILL
34%

COMMON CARP
37%

COMMON CARP X GOLDFISH
1%

LARGEMOUTH BASS
19%

NORTHERN PIKE
1%

ROCK BASS
0%

WHITE SUCKER
1%

YELLOW PERCH
2%

BLUNTNOSE MINNOW
1%

SMALLMOUTH BASS
0%

GREEN SUNFISH
0%

GOLDEN SHINER
1%

SHORTHEAD 
REDHORSE

1%

Pigeon Lake



• 4.5/Net Night (50 – 75th)
• Population Estimate 703 (494 – 1,210)

• 4.1 per acre

• 20.2 inches average length (9.7 –
38.0)

• PSD = 41



• 13.2 inches average length (5.9 – 17.)
• 17/Mile (25 – 50th)
• PSD 78 
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• 17.6 inches average length (14.5 – 31.2)
• 17/Net
• 33.4/Mile (75 – 90th)



• 6.4 inch average length (4.0 – 11.5)
• 7.0/Net Night (50-75th)
• PSD = 55 
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N = 110

• 3.9 inch average length (1.8 – 6.8)
• 110/Mile(50 – 75th)
• PSD = 8



• 6.1 inch average length (4.7 – 8.4)
• 1.4/Net Night (50 – 75th)
• PSD = 1
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Historical Stocking Pigeon Lake 
• Northern Pike

• 2019 - 1,730 Large 
Fingerling (7.7 inches)

• 2020 – 4,326 Large 
Fingerling (9.6 inches)

• 2021 – 3,731 Large 
Fingerling (8.1 inches)

• Largemouth Bass
• 2019 – 4,315 Large 

Fingerling (2.7 inches)
• 2020 - 4,314 Large 

Fingerling (2.3 inches)
• 2021 – 6,510 Large 

Fingerling (2.8 inches)

• Yellow Perch
• 2020 – 3,000 Yearling (7.0 

inches)

• Black Crappie
• 2019 – 13,966 Large Fingerling 

(1.3 inches)

• Bluegill 
• 2019 – 10,544 (0.5 inches)



Management Recommendations
Northern Pike

• 25 – 35 inch protected slot, 2 fish daily bag limit

• 32 inch minimum size limit. 1 fish daily bag limit
• No size limit; 5 fish daily bag limit
• 26 inch minimum size, 2 fish bag limit

Common Carp Removal
• Private Consultant (Pop nets, commercial carp 

fishermen)
• Roughfish Tournament
• Bounty per fish
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