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Outline

Background
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* Poor Size of Bluegill
« Common Carp Abundance
* History of heavy vegetation
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Fish Population Assessment

How does the DNR sample fish in Pigeon Lake?
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Sampling Schedule

* 8 year Comprehensive Survey Rotation

* Fyke Netting Survey targeting Northern Pike

* Electrofishing Survey targeting Largemouth Bass and Panfish
* Last comprehensive surveys completed in 2013
* 2019 —-2022 Common Carp abundance surveys and removals
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What Information is Collected?

Length

Weight

Gender

Count (Abundance, Total and Relative
Age and Growth

Tag (Given or Recapture)

Fin Clip
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Metric Analysis

e  Statewide Comparisons i
* Trends over time in Pigeon Lake v,
b AR,
*  PSD (Proportional Stock Density) Wi i
. Number of quality size and larger fish divided by R o i T
number of stock size and larger fish. Pt £ - .:f
Balanced fishery = 40 - 60 Ry
*  CPE/Mile or CPE/Net Night i Tk e
Growth Rates :
*  Population Estimates ' i ey g
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= Cateh per unit effort (CPUE] is an index used to measure fish population
relative abundance, which simply refers to the number of fish captured perunit of
distance or time. For netting surveys, we typically quantify CPUE by the number
and size of fish per net night. For electrofishing, we quantify CPUE as the number
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= Length frequency distribution [LFDY) is a graphical representation of the
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intervals. Smaller fish (or younger age classes) may not always be represented in
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SEII

5/12/2025
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Northern Pike Length Distribution
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* 4.5/Net Night (50 — 75th) * 20.2 inches average length (9.7 —
* Population Estimate 703 (494 — 1,210) 38.0)
* 4.1 per acre * PSD = 4|
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Largemouth Bass Length Distribution

5 17 18
Length Interval (Inch Class

|3.2 inches average length (5.9 — 17.)
| 7/Mile (25 — 50th)
PSD 78
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Carp Length Distribution

m Common Carp = Butterfly Carp N =150
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* |7.6 inches average length (14.5 — 31.2)
* 17/Net
* 33.4/Mile (75 — 90%)
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Black Crappie Length Distribution
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* 6.4 inch average length (4.0 — | 1.5)
* 7.0/Net Night (50-75th)
 PSD =55
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Bluegill Length Distribution

N =110
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* 3.9 inch average length (1.8 — 6.8)
* 110/Mile(50 — 75th)
« PSD =8
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Yellow Perch Length Distribution
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* 6.1 inch average length (4.7 — 8.4)
* |.4/Net Night (50 — 75th)
« PSD = |
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Historical Stocking Pigeon Lake

* Northern Pike

2019 - 1,730 Large
Fingerling (7.7 inches)
2020 — 4,326 Large
Fingerling (9.6 inches)
2021 - 3,731 Large
Fingerling (8.1 inches)

* Largemouth Bass

2019 — 4,315 Large
Fingerling (2.7 inches)
2020 - 4,314 Large
Fingerling (2.3 inches)
2021 — 6,510 Large
Fingerling (2.8 inches)

* Black Crappie
e 2019 — 13,966 Large Fingerling
(1.3 inches)

* Bluegill
e 2019 - 10,544 (0.5 inches)

* Yellow Perch
» 2020 — 3,000 Yearling (7.0
inches)
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Management Recommendations
Northern Pike

* 32 inch minimum size limit. | fish daily bag limit
*  No size limit; 5 fish daily bag limit
e 26 inch minimum size, 2 fish bag limit

Common Carp Removal

Private Consultant (Pop nets, commercial carp
fishermen)

Roughfish Tournament

Bounty per fish
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Statewide: 15-35" Protected Slot Limit (u=0.25)

2345678 9101112131415161718 1920201 22232425 2627282930301 3233343536 3738394041 42 43 44 45
Length {inches)

Wider slot sizes (i.e. 22-407, 24-40", 30-40") produced highest PSD 40 values, but
did not produce the highest PSD 28 values. Thus, these slots perform well as

trophy regulations, but not for balancing harvest opportunity with quality (i.e. PSD
28).
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Number of Individuals
=
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CONNEGT WITH US Y ST

@WI_DNR
—
Elliot Hoffman »  /WIDNRTV
@ "WILD WISCONSIN:
920-420-9581 3 OFF THE RECORD"




